[Challenges in Healthcare Economics of Today's Cancer Treatment].
Healthcare economics concerns with the way in which to distribute and allocate scarce resources that result in maximized outcome. When the expenditure on cancer medicine was examined using the macro data open to the public, it was found to have increased in parallel with the National Medical Care Expenditure. More specifically, the growth rates of the two showed a similar trend in the five years from 2011 to 2015. However, when looked more closely by excluding the patient share and separating the care settings, the result was different. The expenditure in outpatient care displayed a significant increase, implying the influence of chemotherapy shifting to take place more in the outpatient setting. Current discussion on introducing the concept of cost effectiveness into the fee schedule scheme should be based on multidimensional consideration.